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When the compafs of twelve books is taken up in thcfc, 
the reader will wonder by what methods our author could 
prevent being tedious. p ope ' s gjfa on Homer. 

101. lo I ake up. I o have final rccourfe to. 

Arnobius aflcrts, that men of the fineft parts find learning, 
rhetoricians, lawyers, phyficians, defpifing the lentiments 
they had been once fond of, took up their reft in the Chriftian 
religion. Addifon on the ChriJ/ian Religion. 

102. To 1 ake up. To feizc ; to catch ; to aired. 

Though the fherifF have this authority to take up all fuch 

ftraggiers, and imprifon them; yet {hall he not work that 
terror in their hearts that a marlhal will, whom they know 
to have power of life and death. Spenfer. 

I was taken up for laying them down. Shakefpeare. 

You have taken up, 

Under the counterfeited zeal of God, 

The fubje£ls of his fubftitute, and here upfwarm'd them. 

Shakefpeare. 

103. To Take up. To admit. 

1 he ancients took tip experiments upon credit, and did 
build great matters upon them. Bacon's Nat. Hi//. 

104. To Take up. To anfwer by reproving ; to reprimand. 
One of his relations took him up roundly, for lfooping fb 

much below the dignity of his profeftion. L’Ej/range. 

105. To Takv. up. To begin where the former left off. 

The plot is purely fidlion ; for I take it up where the hif-, 
tory has laid it down. Drydens Don Sebajlian. 

Soon as the evening fhades prevail. 

The moon takes up the wond’rous talc, 

And nightly to the lift’ning earth 

Repeats the ftory of her birth. Addifon s Spec/. 

106. To Take up. To lift. 

Take up thefc cloaths here quickly : 

Where’s the cowlftaff? Shakefp, 


ieare. 


The le*ft things are taken up by the thumb and forefinger, 
when we would take up a greater quantity, we would ufe the 
thumb and all the fingers. R a y. 

Milo took up a calf daily on his Ihouldcrs, and at laft ar¬ 
rived at firmnefs to bear the bull. Watts. 

107. To Take up. To occupy. 

The people by fuch thick throngs fwarmed to the place, 
that the chambers which opened towards the i'caffold were 
taken up. Hayward. 

All vicious enormous practices are regularly confequent, 
where the other hath taken up the lodging. Hammond. 

Committees, for the convenience of the common-council 
who took up the Guild-hall, fat in Groccr’s-hall. Clarendon. 

When my concernment takes up no more room than my- 
felf, then fo long as I know where to breathe, I know alfo 
where to be happy. South’s Sermons. 

Thefe things being compared, notwithftanding the room 
that mountains take up on the dry land, there would be at 
leaft eight oceans required. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 

When thefe waters were annihilated, fo much other mat¬ 
ter inuft be created to take up their places. Burnet. 

Princes were fo taken up with wars, that few could write 
or read befides thofe of the long robes. Temple. 

The buildings about took up the whole fpace. Arbuthnot. 

108. To r ake up. To accommodate; to adjuft. 

I have his horfc to take up the quarrel. Shakefpeare. 

The greateft empires have had their rife from the pretence 
of taking up quarrels, or keeping the peace. L’Ejlrange. 

109. To Take up. To comprife. 

I prefer in our countryman the noble poem of Palcmon 
and Arcite, which is perhaps not much inferior to the Ilias, 
only it takes up feven years. Dryden’s Fables. 

no. To Fake up. To adopt; to affume. 

God’s decrees of falvation and damnation have been taken 
up by fomc of the Romilh and Reformed churches, affixing 
them to mens particular entities, abfolutely confidered. Hamm. 

The command in war is given to the ftrongeft, or 
to the braveft; and in peace taken up and exerciftd by the 
boldcft. Temple. 

Afturance is properly that confidence which a man takes up 
of the pardon of his fins, upon fuch grounds as the feripture 
lays down. South’s Sermons. 

The French and we ftill change, but here’s the curfe. 

They change for better, and we change for worfe. 

They take up our old trade of conquering, 

And we are taking their’s to dance and fing. Dtyden. 

He that will obferve the conclufions men take up , muft be 
finished they arc not all rational. Locke. 

Celibacy, in the church of Rome, was commonly forced, 
and taken up, under a bold vow. Atterbury. 

Lewis Baboon had taken up the trade of clothier, without 
ferving his time. Arbuthnot’s Hi/i. of John Bull. 

Every man takes up thole interefts in which his humour en¬ 
gages him. Pope. 

If thofe proceedings were obferved, morality and religion 
would loon become tafhionable couit virtues, and be taken 
up as the only methods to get or keep employments. Swift. 
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EK Up. 


To colled!; to exacl a tax. 

1 his great nulla was born in a poor country villam. 
his childhood taken from hit f K r ;n;<,«_\ . § e > 



taken from his Chriftian parents 'l * 
take up the tribute children. Knolles’s Hit/.\\ r ” 

112. To Take upon. To appropriate to; to aflame ‘ j’ 
mit to be imputed to. 

If I had no more wit than he, to take 
he did, he had been hang’d for’t. 01 , , 

Abraham ^ ^ n;Uure of but 

For confederates, I will not take upon me the i 6 ’ 

how the princes of Europe, at this day, ft a „d affected'? 5 ' 
wards Spain. Bacon’s War with L 

Would I could your fufF’rings bear; ‘ am ' 

Or once again coulJ fome new way invent, 

To take upon myfclf your punifhment. 

She loves me, ev’n to fuffer for niy fake; 

And on herfelf would my refufal take. 

1 r 3 - TofVAKV. upon. Toaffume; to claim authority. 

5. 1 infaff* Itin/hc I* ♦-U’ 1-!_ it 


to ad- 


a kult »;cn me that 


Dryden. 

Dryden. 


king! 


bcflircvv 


Shakefpeare, 

Slakcj^enre. 

Felton. 


Thefe dangerous, unfafe luncs i’ th 
them. 

He mull be told on’t, and he {hall; the office 
Becomes a woman beft: i’ll take 't upon me. 

Look that you take upon you as you fhould. 

This every tranflator taketh upon himfelf to do. 

To Take . v . n. 

1. To diredt the courfe ; to have a tendency to. 

The inclination to goodnefs, if it iflue'' not towards men 
it will take unto other things. £ ac ,f 

The king began to be troubled with the gout; but the de- 
fluxion taking alfo into his breaft, wafted his lungs. Bacon. 

All men being alarmed with it, and in dreadful fufpence 
of the event, fome took towards the park. Dr/den. 

To fhun thy lawlefs lull the dying bride. 

Unwary, took along the river’s fide. Dydcn. 

2. To pleafe; to gain reception. 

An apple of Sodom, though it may entertain the eye with 
a florid white and red, yet fills the hand with li.nch andfoul- 
nefs : fair in look and rotten at heart, as the 3 ayeft and moil 
taking things are. South's Sermons. 

Words and thoughts, which cannot he changed but for 
the worfe, muft of neceffity efcape the tranfient view upon 
the theatre ; and yet without thefe a play may take. Dryden. 

Each wit may praife it for his own dear fake, 

And hint he writ it, if the thing Ihou’d take. Addifon. 
The work may be well performed, but will never take if 
it is not fet off with proper feenes. Addifon's Freeholder. 

May the man grow wittier and wifer by finding that this 
fluff will not take nor pleafe ; and fince by a little fmatteimg 
in learning, and great conceit of himfelf, he has loft his re¬ 
ligion, may he find it again by harder ftudy and an humbler 
mind. Bentley. 

3. To have the intended or natural effedl. 

In impreffions from mind to mind, the impreflion taketh, 
but is overcome by the mind paffive before it work any ma- 
nifeft cffedl. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N°. 901. 

The clods, expos’d to Winter winds, will bake, 

For putrid earth will bdl in vineyards take. Dryden. 

4. To catch ; to fix. 

When flame taketh and openeth, it giveth a noife. Bacon. 

5. To Take after. To learn of; to reiemblc; to imitate. 

Beads, that converie 
With man, take after him, as hogs 
Get pigs all th’ year, and bitches dogs. Hudilrts , p. i- 

We cannot but think that he has taken after a good pat¬ 
tern. Atterbury. 

6. 7 b Take in. Toinclofe. 

Upon the fea-coaft arc parcels of land that would pay well 
for the taking in. Mortimer 1 Eft. 

7. To Take in. To leflcn; to contrail: as, he took in on 
fails. 

8. To Take in. To cheat; to gull : as, the cunning cues 
were taken in. A low vulgar phrafe. 

9. To Take in hand. To undertake. . 

Till there were a perfect reformation, nothing would p ro! ; 
per that they took in hand. Clarendon, b. 'in¬ 

to. To Take in with. To refort to. 

Men once placed take in with the contrary faction to * a 
by which they enter. Bacon's hjjoyi. 

it. To Take notice. To obferve. 

12. To Take notice. To fhew by any ail that obfervafion is 

made. , 

Some laws rcflraincd the extravagant powe- of the no 1 • 
ty, the diminution whereof they took very heavily* no “8 
at that time they took little notice of it. Cutren • 

13. To Take on. To be violently affeiled. 

Your hufband is in his old tunes again ; he fo takes on v° 
der with me hufband, that any madneis 1 ever yet c 
feemed but tamenefs to this dillemper. Shatjpc • 

the imell of a dead horfe niakuih t CD ' J 

Bacons Nat-Esf 

14- ™ 


In horfes, 
away, and take on as if they were mad. 
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To Take on. To grieve ; to pine. . 

How will my mother, for a father s death, 

Take on with me, and ne’er be fatisfy’d r 
fo Take to. To apply to ; to be fond of. 

Have him underftand it as a play of older people, and he 
w il \stake to it of himfelf. 

Mils Betfey won’t take to her book. . Stoyt. 

The heirs to titles and large ellates could never take to their 
books, yet are well enough qualified to lign a receipt for half 
a year’s rent. _ Swift s Mifcel. 

Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman 
in travail. * , r . W xlvBi. 6. 

They lent forth fpies, which fhould feign themlelves juft 
men, that they might take hold of his words. Luxe xx. 20. 
16. To Take to. To betake to ; to have recourfe. 

If I had taken to the church, I fhould have had more fenfe 
than to have turned myfelf out of my benefice by writing 
libels. . Dryden. 

The callow ftorks with lizzard and with fnake 
Are fed, and foon as e’er to wing they take , 

At fight thofe animals for food purfuc. Dryden. 

Men of learning who take to bufinefs, difeharge it gene¬ 
rally with greater honefty than men of the world. Addifon. 
ij. To Take up. To flop. 

1 The mind of man being naturally timorous of truth, and 
yet averfe to that diligent fearch neccfl'ary to its difeovery, it 
inuft needs take up fhort of what is really fo. Glanville. 

This grated harder upon the hearts of men, than the 
ftraogenels of all the former articles that took up chiefly in 
{peculation. South. 

Sinners at laft take up, and fettle in a contempt of all re¬ 
ligion, which is called lilting in the feat of the fcornful. 

Tillotfon s Sermons. 

18. To Take up. To reform. 

This rational thought wrought fo effectually, that it made 
him take up, and from that time prove a good hufband. Locke. 

19. To Take up with. To be contented with. 

The afs takes up with that for his latisfaclion, which he 
reckoned upon before for his misfortune. L’Ejlrange. 

The law and gofpel call aloud for active obedience, and 
fuch a piety as takes not up with idle inclinations, but fhows 
itfelf in folid inftances of practice. South. 

I could as eafily take tip with that fenfelcfs affertion of the 
Stoicks, that virtues and.vices are real bodies and diftin£l ani¬ 
mals, as with this of the atheift, that they can all be derived 
from the power of mere bodies. Bentley. 

A poor gentleman ought not to be curate of a parifh, ex¬ 
cept he be cunninger than the devil. It will be difficult to 
remedy this, becaufe whoever had half his cunning would 
never take up with a vicarage of ten pounds. ~ Swift. 

In affairs which may have an extenfive influence on our 
future happinefs, we fhould not take up with probabilities. 

IVaits’s Logick. 

20. To Take up with. To lodge ; to dwell. 

Who would not rather take up with the wolf in the 
woods, than make fuch a clutter in the world ? L’Ejlrange. 
Are dogs fuch defirable company to tale,up with ? South. 
His name and credit fliall you undertake. 

And in my houfe you fhall be friendly lodg’d : 

In 16435 the parliament took upon them to call an aflembly 
of divines, to fettle fome church controvcrfies, of which 
many were unfit to judge. Sdndcrfon. 

I take not on me here as a phyfician : 

Nor do I, as an enemy to peace, 
rroop in the throngs of military men : 

But rather 

To purge th’ obftru£lions, which begins to flop 
Our very veins of life. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

To Take with. To pleafe. 

Our gracious tnafter is a precedent to his own fubjecls, and 
feafonable memento’s may be ufeful; and being difcretcly 
ufed, cannot but take well with him. “ Bacon. 

Ta'ken, the participle paff. of take. 

Thou art taken in thy mifchicf, becaufe thou art bloody. 

tt , . , 2 Sam. xvi. 8. 

He who letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way 

t. „ 2 Theff. ii. 7 . 

It concerns all who think it worth while to be in earned 
v- jth their immortal fouls, not to abufc themlelves with a 
, confidence: a thing fo eafily taken up, and fo hardlv 

lai 2 d ? Wn - . South’s Sermon!. 

ocaiiger, comparing the two great orators, fays, that no¬ 
ting can be taken from Demofthenes, nor added to 7 tilly. 

Though he that is full of them thinks it rather^n^ealb 
nan oppreffion to fpeak them out, yet his auditors arc per- 

pS “P with themlelves. Gov. of the Ton rue. 

1 ,)C objecl of defire once ta’cn away, 

Tis then not love, but pity which we pay. 
n n.f. [from take.] He that takes. 
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Dryden. 


He will hang upon him like a dileafe. 
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He is fooner caught than the peflHence, 

And the taker runs prefently mad. Shakefpeaiec 

The dear falc beyond theYeas encreafcd the number of 
takers, and the takers jarring and brawling one with another, 
and foreclofing the fifties, taking their kind within harbour, 
decreafed the number of the taken. Carezv. 

The far diflancc of this county from the court hath here¬ 
tofore afforded it a fuperfedeas from takers and lurveyors. 

CareW’s Survey of Cornwall. 
Berry coffee and the leaf tobacco, of which the Turks arc 
great takers , condcnfc the fpirits, and make them ft rang. 

Bacon. 

Few like the Fabii or the Scipio’s are, 

Takers of cities, conquerors in war. Denham. 

He to betray us did himfelf betray. 

At once the taker, and at once the prey. Denham. 

Seize on the king, and him your priloner make. 

While I, in kind revenge, my taker take. Dryden. 

Rich cullies may their boaiting (pare, 

They purchafe but fophifticatcd ware : 

’Tis prodigality that buys deceit, 

Where both the giver and the taker cheat. Dryden . 

Ta'king. n.f [from take.] Seizure; diftrefs. 

What a taking was he in, when your hufband nfked who 
was in the bafket. Shakefpeare. 

She law in what a taking, 

The knight was by his furious quaking. Butler. 

Tale. n.f. [tale, from tellan, to tell, Saxon.] 

A narrative; a ftory. Commonly a flight or petty account 


1. 


of fome trifling or fabulous incident: as, a tale of a tub. 

This ftory prepared their minds for the reception of any 
tales relating to other countries. INutts. 

2. Oral relation. 

My confcience hath a thoufand feveral tongues. 

And ev’ry tongue brings in a fev’ral tale. 

And every tale condemns me for a villain. Shakefpeare. 
Life is a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of found and fury. 

Signifying nothing. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Hermia, for aught I could read. 

Could ever hear by tale or hillory. 

The courle of true* love never did run fmooth. Shakefp. 
We fpend our years as a tale that is told. Pfal. xc. 9. 

3. [Talan, to count, Saxon.] Number reckoned. 

Number may fen c your purpofe with the ignorant, who 
meafure by tale and not by weight. Hooker. 

For ev’ry bloom his trees in Spring afford, 

A11 autumn apple was by tale reftor’d. Dryden’s Virgil. 

Both number twice a day the milky dams. 

And once flie takes the tale of all the lambs. Dryden. 

'1 he herald for the laft proclaims 
A filence, while they anfwer’d to their names. 

To fhun the fraud of mufters falfe ; 

The tale * as juft. Drydens Knight’s Tale. 

Reafons of things are rather to be taken by weight than 

ta Jf‘ . Collier on Cloaths. 

4. Reckoning; numeral account. 

In packing, they keep a juft tale of the number that every 
hogfliead containcth. Carew 

Money b’ing the common fcale 
Of things by meafure^ weight and tale ; 

In all th’ affairs of church and ftate, 

’ Lis both the balance and the weight. Butler. 

1 lien twelve returned upon the principal panne!, or the 
tales, arc {worn to try the fame according to their evidence. 

5. Information ; difclofure of any thing fecret. 

from hour to hour we ripe and ripe, 

And then Irom hour to hour we rot arid rot; 

And thereby hangs a tale. Shakefpeare. 

Birds live m the air treeft, and arc npteft by their \oicc to 
tell tales what they find, and by their flight to exprefs the 


fame. 


aeon. 


aleiie aring. n.f. [talc and hear.'] The acl of informin 
officious or malignant intelligence. 

I he faid 7 imothy was extremely officious about their m'f- 
trefi’s perfon, endeavouring, by flattery and taiebearinr, to 
fet her again!} the reft of the fervants. " Arbulhr.o * 

1 alebf/arer. n.f [tale and bear.] One who gives officious 
or malignant intelligence. 

I he liberty of a common table is a tacit invitation' to all 
intruuers; as buffoons, fpies, talebearers, flatterers. L’E/lr 
. S rc f families, lbme one falfe, paultry talebearer, by 
carrying ftor.es from one to another, {hall inflame the irinde, 
and o.icompofc the quiet of the whole family. Sou'b 

Talent, n.f [talentum. Lac.] 7 

ft? I,gn ' ficd '? n ‘ Uch Wci S ht » or a fum of money, the 
value differing according to the different ages and countries. 

t-. , ‘ Arbuthnot. 

1’ lv c talents in his debt, 

His means moll fhort, his creditors moft ftraight. Shake,'&. 
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